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NoveList K-8 Plus: A good addition


NoveList K-8 Plus is an online database powered by EBSCOhost.  NoveList K-8 Plus is a reader's advisory tool designed for elementary and middle school aged children with thousands of book titles (About NoveList).  It has the following search features: basic, advanced, and additional search criteria.  NoveList K-8 Plus also allows for browsing the following by age (Younger Kids 0-8, Older Kids 9-12, and Teens 13-18): Book Discussion guides, author biographies, award winners, booktalks, and recommended reads.  Some additional browsing is available under the “Working With Kids” section which include: curricular connections, curriculum standards, grab and go book lists, and picture book extenders.  The Spotlights section in the middle provides timely information and recommended books.  Finally, the My NoveList section underneath Spotlights allows the user to create folders, booklists, or e-mail alerts.  


The purpose of NoveList K-8 Plus in a Public Library's Youth services department would be to fulfill the reading needs & wants of children and promote literacy.  NoveList K-8 Plus successfully provides access to children's materials.   First, NoveList K-8 Plus is a quality resource that was created by experts who understand children's reading.  Indeed, NoveList librarians and school media specialists who developed this database  (NoveList K-8 Plus).  Further NoveList began making Reader's Advisory products in 1994 (About NoveList).  So, they've had a lot of experience.  The result is that Novelist K-8 Plus is quoted in the School Library Journal as being “perhaps the best reader's advisory database available for students in elementary and junior high school” (Brisco, 37, 2009).  


Second, NoveList K-8 Plus includes material that meets the scope and goals of today's readers.  According to Ya-ling, the current trend in reader's advisory is to include nonfiction as well as fiction and to include materials that fulfill both educational and recreational goals (2008).  NoveList K-8 Plus is an improvement on the former version of NoveList K-8 because it actually includes nonfiction.  Indeed, Brisco indicated that “NoveList K-8 Plus could easily be viewed as the 'Big Brother' of NoveList K-8” because “[n]ot only does it provide the power-packed resources found in the original NoveList K-8 program, but it also offers over 30,000 nonfiction titles” (p76, 2008).  NoveList K-8 Plus also has a collection that will fulfill children's educational and recreational needs.  Brisco stated that NoveList K-8 Plus has a wide variety of recommended reading lists and genres (2008).  In addition, it has fiction and nonfiction materials.  Indeed, this database contains “over 17,000 nonfiction titles, 9,000 fiction and nonfiction series titles, 450 award lists, and over 700 booktalks” (Brisco, p37, 2009).    


NoveList K-8 Plus is also successful in promoting literacy which is an important mission in a youth services department of a public library.  First, this database allows you to limit results according to reading level.  This helps to find materials that are appropriate for the patron's reading level so that they may progress to the next level when they are ready.  Second, it provides materials for both librarians and teachers to develop literacy activities and programs for children.  Indeed, Brisco stated that “the curricular connections, book discussion guides, and booktalks can save hours in lesson preparation and development” (p77, 2008).


The literature that I found was very supportive of NoveList K-8 Plus and other Reader's advisory tools.  Indeed, NoveList K-8 Plus received an “A+” in its' review in School Library Journal and was also listed as one of the 10 Best Digital Resources in the June 2009 edition of School Library Journal.  Another article reviewed Reader's Advisor Online and NoveList Plus databases.  O'Brien argued that they were “extremely useful resources for readers advisors” (p269, 2009). 


One reason that reviewers thought that NoveList K-8 Plus (and similar Reader's Advisory databases) was useful is due to ease to use.  It was made for elementary and middle school students and it shows.  Indeed, Brisco indicates that it “lets students quickly locate both fiction and nonfiction” (p76, 2008).  She specifically referred to the different colored boxes that help guide the users to where they want to go on the screen.  Brisco also pointed out that a simple basic search was available with additional search criteria below the box that were available (2008).  This includes searching by author, title, series, or describe a plot and limiting to teens, older kids, and younger kids.  Brisco especially liked the fact that the Search box was provided simultaneously with the Browse box.  The search results provide links to information about the book, like reviews (2008).  This is helpful for librarians, teachers, and parents to consult professional reviews on materials that they are considering for use.        


The advanced search feature is a very useful feature of NoveList K-8 Plus (and like databases).  This feature allows for a more specific search because you can use a myriad of limiters.  These can include: lexile reading levels, author gender, author nationality, books, book discussion guides, series, grab and go book lists, dewey number, publisher, or genre (Brisco, 2008).  It can be used to find read-alikes by searching for a particular author's name in the reviews field (O'Brien, 2009).       


Another useful feature is the ability to create booklists.  Brisco stated that this was “one of the most satisfying aspects of the database” (37, 2009).  She indicated that using the various search options available in NoveList K-8 Plus, she was able to find materials more efficiently than with the regular online catalog.  Using these lists, Brisco then found the materials that weren't in their collection and made a note to add it later (2009).  In this sense, this database proves to be a good collection development tool as well as a reader's advisory tool.      

 
Instructional content under the “Working with Kids” section is another useful feature of NoveList K-8 Plus.  Sections like Curricular Connections and Curriculum Standards are quality resources that can be used to develop a curriculum.  Book Discussion Guides can be used to in the classroom or in library programming.  There is also a wide variety of thematic units available (Brisco, 2008).   


I would definitely add NoveList K-8 Plus to my youth services department.  It would help to fulfill the reading needs and wants of children.  Also it would help promote literacy.  This database has many useful features.  First, it is easy to use.  Second, its' advanced search feature is very powerful.  Third, NoveList K-8 Plus allows for the creation of booklists which can help with collection development.  Finally, this database has a myriad of instructional content that parents, teachers, and librarians will find useful.
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