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The Metadata Encoding and Transmission Standard (METS) Official Web Site is a page where Digital Library Federation (DLF) initiative, METS, is maintained by the Network Development and MARC Standards Office of the Library of Congress.  METS is a standard that uses XML language to encode metadata (descriptive, administrative, and structural) for objects in a digital library.  The website has three major sections: METS news, Technical Documentation, and Community Building.  This website also includes a small section at the top which serves as an “about us” section.  Additionally, it has a search box which you can search METS pages, Standards, and LC pages.         


There are several areas which can be criticized.  Although there is a search box at the top of each page which allows a person to search METS pages, Standards, and LC pages, there is no search guide or help.  This does not explain what searching under these three settings does or what search tools can be utilized (i.e. boolean, truncation, wildcards, etc.).  There isn't a very good “about” section.  What they have is a short blurb under the search box.  It only tells one what METS is on a very basic level, who maintains it, and who's idea it was.  It does not give a sense of how METS came to be, or how it is governed.  One good thing about this tiny section is that it has links to important institutions and terminology.  However even here, they could have had more.  For instance, a link to the Digital Library Federation would have been a very good idea especially considering that this was their initiative.  After going through all the links, I did find something that had the kind of information that I would have hoped that an “about” section would.  It was under Technical Documentation>METS Schema & Documentation>METS Primer.  This was a very good resource because it had chapters for people working with METS from different levels.  


Unless you've been to this website before and/or understand METS already it is generally not easy to navigate.  The two main sections, technical documentation and community building, are not well named or organized.  For instance, under technical documentation is a section called METS implementation registry.  This is not really related to METS documentation because it is basically a catalog or inventory of METS projects.  It is more of a discovery tool rather than a tool to learn or use METS.  Similarly, I would not necessarily consider information about the METS Editorial Board as a “Community Building” topic.  This information would actually be really good in an “about” section.  The news section is pretty clunky on the home page, taking up a lot of space and not very visually appealing.  It would be nice to have this on a tab and maybe allow people to subscribe to it via an RSS feed.  Finally, the tutorial is not well replicated under the technical documentation & the community building section.  Indeed, under the latter section only 4 languages are shown while under the former section there are 7 languages.  Also on the language topic, there is only one version of the schema that is even translated into a different language.  However, the fact that there is an attempt to have different languages/translations on the website is worthy of praise.


Although I have listed many negative qualities, there are quite a few positive aspects of this website.  Indeed, once you figure out what's where on this website, there's a lot of good information and resources.  It tells you about what METS is, how to use it, what it looks like, previous versions, and so much more!  


There were a couple of areas with information about METS aside from the ones regarding technical documentation.  One in particular was the  “METS Suggested Reading List”.  This is perfect for someone beginning to learn about METS who wants to learn about about METS in the literature.  Some of the articles even have links to them.  The METS listserv is another place you can get information from fellow METS users.  This could be helpful for a newer user or a more advanced user.  You can either search their archive of the listserv (don't have to sign up for e-mail) or you can sign up for the e-mail.  This way users can learn from other users.  However, it might be nice if they could have an RSS feed for the listserv.  



Some really good features or tools were also listed.  One feature that I really love is the “METS tools and utilities” section.  It has so many cool tools that make using METS easier (examples include: 7Train METS generation tool & archivists toolkit).  They even break it down into various categories to help you find tools that suit your needs (i.e. noncommercial & commercial options, display/presentation options, multi-faceted tools, compatible software, conversion).  Another tool was the “METS Example Documents”.  It illustrates different features that a digital library could have or functions for different kinds of digital objects.  


The website suggests that it is user-friendly in other respects (not so much for navigation).  Indeed, there are other external schemas that work with METS (i.e. Dublic Core, etc.) and even gives links to those.  This shows that this standard has a certain amount of interoperability which is very helpful to users familiar with other schemas.  On top of that, METS explains how and why schemas are endorsed, and even allow users to request additions to the endorsed list.  These features allow for openness and active user participation.  The wiki is another place where active user participation is encouraged.  Finally, there is a contact us link on every page in the same place which is there to help users.

